[image: image2.png]




[image: image1.png]Iredell-Statesville Schools






Post Office Box 911, 549 North Race Street, Statesville, NC 28677, Phone 704-872-8931, Fax: 704-871-2834
2006-07 Kindergarten Requirements

The first day of school is such an exciting milestone in a parent’s and a child’s life. 

In order to register your child for Kindergarten for the 2006-07 school year:

· Your child must be 5 years old on or before October 16, 2006

· You must provide an original copy of the child’s birth certificate

· You must provide a copy of the child’s social security card

· You must provide a copy of the child’s immunizations. State law requires the minimum doses:

· 5 DPT, DPaT, or DT doses (If 4th dose is after 4th birthday, 5th dose is not required; DT requires medical exemption for Pertussis.)

· 4 Polio vaccine doses (If 3rd does is after 4th birthday, 4th dose is not required.)

· 1-4 Hib doses (Series complete if at least one dose given on/after 15 months and before 5 years of age; not required after age 5.)

· 3 Hep B doses (Children born on or after July 1, 1994 are required to have 3 doses.)

· 2 Measles doses (at least 30 days apart; 1st dose on/after 12 months of age)

· 1 Mumps dose (on/after 12 months of age)

· 1 Rubella dose (on/after 12 months of age)

· 1 Varicella vaccine required for those born on or after April 1, 2001.  However, an individual with lab tests showing immunity or a history of chickenpox documented by a health care provider, parent, or guardian shall not be required to receive varicella vaccine.  Documentation must be on or attached to the immunization card

· You must provide proof of residence (something showing service into the home with the parents name): 

· Home phone bill (not cell phone)

· Electric bill
· Cable bill 

· Lease agreement

· A driver’s license is not acceptable

· Your child must have a current physical completed within 1 year prior to the Kindergarten start date (August 25, 2006). Forms are available from the school.
· No eye exam required this coming school year, please see information below:
North Carolina School Boards Association
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Court stops mandatory eye exams for kindergarteners;

State joins public school systems in requesting injunction

Eye exams will not be required for coming school year

State school boards association urges legislature to repeal law during short session

Any court proceedings on merits of case delayed until October

Lawsuit against state joined by 87 local school boards

RALEIGH – State Superior Court Judge Leon Stanback Tuesday prohibited the “implementation, administration, and enforcement” of the Comprehensive Eye Exam Law passed as a special provision in the state budget last year.

A Consent Order for Preliminary Injunction and Stay of Proceedings was signed by the judge in Wake Superior Court with the agreement and at the request of the N.C. School Boards Association and William A. Cook III, both plaintiffs in the case, and the State of North Carolina, the defendant in the lawsuit.  

The law would have prevented children from entering kindergarten if they had not received a comprehensive eye exam conducted by a North Carolina optometrist or ophthalmologist within six months of starting school.  The Consent Order issued Tuesday would prohibit the state from implementing the eye exams until July 1 of 2007.

The lawsuit filed last month by the N.C. School Boards Association and local boards of education asks the court to declare the law unconstitutional because it denies children a free public education and creates an unreasonable barrier to access to the public schools.  The Consent Order also delays any court proceedings on the lawsuit until October 1 of this year.  William Cook III, a Raleigh parent, also filed a lawsuit challenging the law.  The judge consolidated the two lawsuits Tuesday.

Jack Cherry, President of the N.C. School Boards Association, said that the preliminary injunction means that “the legislature will now have time to repeal this unnecessary law when it convenes in May, which we urge the members of the House and Senate to do.” “There is now sufficient time for the public debate that was not allowed to occur in the 2005 session when this law was inserted as a special provision in the state budget in the waning days of the session,” Cherry added.

Cherry, a Beaufort County school board member, said that the judge’s action means that schools will not be forced to bar non-compliant kindergarteners from school in August, and that parents will not have to worry about how to obtain and pay for the expensive eye exams. 

Eighty-seven local school systems have now joined the N.C. School Boards Association in its legal action filed February 21.

Ann Majestic, N.C. School Boards Association attorney, said, “We are pleased that the state has consented to an injunction that stops the enforcement of this law.  Now, more than 100,000 kindergarteners will not be required to have a comprehensive eye exam before entering school in August.”

Majestic added that the association and the 87 local boards of education that joined in the suit hope that allowing the case to be put on hold until October will mean that they will not have to pursue this litigation.  “The goal of this lawsuit is to have the eye exam law repealed,” said Majestic.  “It is our sincere hope that the legislature will repeal this law when it convenes in May and that a constitutional challenge can be averted.”

In an affidavit filed with the motion for a preliminary injunction, Dr. R. Jeffrey Board, a Raleigh pediatric ophthalmologist, wrote that “there is no legitimate medical or educational interest served by requiring a child to obtain a comprehensive eye exam before entering kindergarten at age 5.  Medically speaking, age 5 is the least advantageous time to detect vision disorders in young children.”

Dr. Peter Morris, President of the North Carolina Pediatric Society, said the mandatory eye exam “is high cost and offers no significant health benefit for the vast majority of children.”  

One of several public school officials to file affidavits in the case, Dr. Ann T. Denlinger, Superintendent of the Durham Public School, wrote:  “In my opinion, the requirement that every child have an eye exam as a condition of entering kindergarten is fundamentally wrong.  This requirement will not improve educational outcomes for our students.  It will do just the opposite.”
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